
DESIGN (Pragmatic/ Creative)

THE PHYSICAL SCIENCES 
(Positivist)

THE SOCIAL SCIENCES 
(Constructivist/critical)

TU DELFT 
URBANISM 

 Planning and designing 
sustainable, inclusive 

urban spaces through the 
integration of design, 
social sciences, and 

physical sciences is an 
interdisciplinary activity.

Creative and practical aspects of urban planning and design that are 
propositional and future-oriented. It involves the conceptualisation 
and visualisation of spatial interventions and processes to improve 

urban environments.

Understanding the human and societal 
factors that shape urban environments. It 
includes the study of social dynamics, 

governance, policy-making, and the 
economic and cultural contexts of urban 

development. 

 The environmental and technical aspects of 
urbanism. It involves the application of 

principles from disciplines such as 
geography, ecology, and engineering to 

understand and manage the physical 
underpinnings of urban spaces.

Importance of interdisciplinary knowledge in 
addressing complex urban challenges.


